The Physical Setting
Since the deposition of the Nubian Sandstone, the erup-
tions seem to have been principally basalt, including the
plateau basalts of Abyssinia. In geologically recent
times there have been volcanic outbursts in Abyssinia,
the Bayuda Desert, near 'TJweinat, Maidob, Jebel Marra
and also at other places. Hot springs are frequent in
Abyssinia and occur at several places in the Sudan,
notably Akasha, in Haifa Province ; Umberembeita in
Kordofan ; and Sofiri in Mongalla Province.
Minerals
Gold occurs and is worked in the Red Sea Kills, also
near the Abyssinian frontier south of Roseires, There
are small quantities of the metal in the Nuba Mountains
and in Mongalla Province but they are not payable. Copper
has been worked in former days at Hofrat en Nahas in
the Bahr el Ghazal, and lead at Kuttum in Darfur. No
extensive mineralised areas have been recognised but the
field is large and the searchers, hitherto, have been few.
Moreover, as may be appreciated from other parts of
this article, a very large proportion of the surface is formed
of recent deposits and it is only when wells or other exca-
vations penetrate to the hard rock below, that we find out
what is hidden. The isolated folia that protrude above
the level of the plain and are such conspicuous features,
certainly owe their prominence to their being different
to the rock beneath the plains around.
Water is the most important mineral and endeavours
to discover new wells and to improve existing supplies
have been the first care of the Geological Survey. A
pamphlet on the subject has been issued and attention
is directed to it for information. Suffice it that water
supply is the cardinal factor in any development of the
natural resources of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan.
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